
Congratulations to Kishwaukee College on 50 years of service to the community and its 
students. My experiences with this college for the last 50 years have been many and each one will last a 
lifetime. By starting off as a student, returning as a part time instructor, and then finally sitting as a 
member of the college’s Advisory Board. This administration has made an impact on my life, not just as a 
young adult but also as a professional. 

In 1968, I was serving in a four-year Tool and Die apprenticeship that required 151 hours of 
classroom instruction as well as on-the-job training in a four-year period. During this apprenticeship, me 
and four other students that were in the program with me, were required to drive to Elk Grove Village as 
well as St. Charles High School for out reach classes. These were the only classes available in the area 
that were federal government certified. Then Kishwaukee College came into the picture. Since it’s 
opening, Kishwaukee became certified by the Department of Labor to teach and offer classes to students 
with interests like mine. It wasn’t very long after the opening, that me and the four other apprentices, 
enrolled into classes and worked with the first industrial tech teacher, Mr. Hagan. In 1971, with the 
guidance of Mr. Hagan and the college itself, me and my fellow students became certified Tool and Die 
makers that would work in numerous industrial positions and plants. 

Not long after establishing myself in the industry, Kishwaukee approached me to come back to 
school but this time not as a student, but as an instructor. At that time, the industrial tech department was 
now lead by John Gruben and Bob Lawrence and they were looking for help with classes that were over 
flowing. These classes were for students who wanted to learn a tooling trade, pick up a new hobby, or 
students that needed the class as a pre-engineering requirement. Some of these students were part of 
apprenticeships like the one I took as a student. I loved the experience so much that I continued part-time 
teaching for over ten years, with primarily night classes. The classes I taught were anything from shop 
math and metallurgy to hands on machine tooling. Over the course of my teaching I interacted with 
students ages 16 to 65, each other made me enjoy teaching even more. Even though I taught because I 
enjoyed the material and the students, one of my favorite memories was when received the award for 
Outstanding Part Time Teacher, an honor I will always cherish and a plaque I will always keep. 

Fast forward to the 90’s when I started my own tooling company. This company was what I had 
worked towards but due to my attention needed on my new business, I could new longer teach. 
Kishwaukee College continued to show me just how important they thought I was and asked me to serve 
as a chairman to the Industrial Tech Advisory Board. As of today, I am proud to say that I am still serving 
on this board after 27 years.  

Kishwaukee College has been a big part of my life. I will never forget where it all began and this 
past student, and fellow kougar, will always remember the impact this school has had on my schooling, 
my job, and my life. Kish has been and will always be a life changing experience for all who attend 
classes and work for this administration. I want to say “Thank You” for being there for me. 
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